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I \\/est Virginia. Levels on the Licking River

SPH:IAI. SEVERE WEA'"'EH Falmouth, Kentucky, were estimated at 7.2 m

above flood stage, exceeding the old record b

RESPONSE REPORT meters (close to a 500-year return period). Wa

WEATHER SERVICE ARKANSAS these tributaries drained into the Ohio River, dri

it to levels not seen in 30 years.
TORNADO WARNINGS DEMONSTRATE . .
MODERNIZATION BENEFITS; As early as Friday evening, Feb. 28th, NWS f

TIMELY WARNINGS OF FAST MOVING cast offices in Cleveland and Wilmington, Ohio,
TORNADOES IN ARKANSAS RECOGNIZED hood of flooding over the weekend. These

IN LITTLE ROCK PRESS _ ) followed by flash flood and river flood warnin

Accurate advance warnings of pending dan-as the situation unfolded rapidly, WSR-88D ra
ger by the National Weather Service (NWS) dur-proved invaluable in identifying the intensity of
ing the devastating tornadoes that hit Arkansassin and areas where flooding was most likely,

on March 1st have drawn favorable recognitiongrank Richards, chief of the NWS Hydrologic In
by theArkansas Democrat-Gazette. Atleast 24ation Center in Silver Spring, MD.

people were killed and 200 hospitalized and more

than 100 houses destroyed by the twisters. Ma- With reports still coming in, at least 26 deal]"S

jor property damage occurred in Arkadelphia, Were attributed to this flooding. “In many cases

Sardis, and the Little Rock area. President Clintorl0ss of life was preventable,” said Richards. “Mgnhy

toured the most severely damaged areas of theeople perished in vehicles. Most or all of thg

state on March 4th. Using Next Generation Dop-fatalities occurred in areas that were under flash fjpod

pler radar, the NWS Little Rock Forecast Office and/or flood warnings.”

was able to issue warnings between 15 and 32 ¢ \yjl| take some time to assess the impact of filod

minutes before the deadly twisters tOUCheddamages, but they could ultimately amount to

down. Paul Greenberg, a nationally r.ec‘f)gni;edone billion dollars, said Sol Summer, chief of thelfj
columnist for thddemocrat-Gazette, said “Radio drologic services division in NWS Eastern Reg|f

town, village and county could expect the stormyere provided with sufficient lead time to allow fi

to hit. It sounded like a bus schedule, and the,reparations that could well save millions of dol
storm kept to it exactly. Hospitals were alerted,j, damage,” Summer said.

nurses and doctors were ready, police and

firefighters and the National Guard were soon Upper Midwest Flooding Predicted
on the scene. The state’s new emergency broad- 54 March 18" NWS announced its annua
cast system seems to have worked just the way,inq Flood Outlook for the nation. “The Red
itwas supposed to.” NOAA's Office of Legisla- Rjyer of the North in North Dakota and Minnesota]
tive Affairs provided information to Hill staff on 5,4 the James River in South Dakota could s
the Arkansas tornadoes and other Severgyqqqfioading, said Richards. “Snow cover in thi
weather that hit the mid-South and Midwest 5re4 has unusually high water content. In additio
during the period. flooding is forecast to be widespread in the easte

and television gave the exact times each citysNws river forecasts, especially on the Ohio RiFr,
1

NEXT GENERATION RADAR ALSO Dakotas, southern portions of Minnesota and Wi
ACCURATELY PREDICTS RECENT OHIO consin, and northern lowa. As a result of inflo
VALLEY AND MID-SOUTH RIVER AND from so many tributaries, minor to moderate flood-

ing is a virtual certainty on the lower Missouri and
STREAM FLOODING SAVINGS on the Mississippi rivers.” To the west, there i

HUNDREDS OF MILLIONS OF DOLLARS also considerable concern for spring flooding i

IN DAMAGE . _ the northern and central Rocky Mountains, par-
By Barry Reichenbaugh, NOAA Public Af- ticularly in Idaho and parts of Montana, Wyoming,
fairs Utah, and Colorado, as snowpack totals are signi

cantly above average. Locations of the lower Mil
River in northeast Montana are expected to reac
yecord levels. Much of Washington and norther

regon are in jeopardy of spring flooding.(Article
continued on page 14

River and stream flooding beginning Febru-
ary 28" affecting the Ohio River Basin, Missis-
sippi and Missouri Rivers, and Tennessee Rive
Basin are the latest events which have alread
made 1997 a busy year for floods. According to
the National Weather Service (NWS) field office
reports, record crests were observed on the Lick-
ing and Little Sandy Rivers in Kentucky, and on
the lower portion of the Little Kanawha River in

Continued on page 2
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Continued from page 1 NEW ACCOUNTS
' — The proposed neWapital Assets Acquisition Account

NOAA LEG'SLAT“’E HAPPEN'NGS includes requests for major acquisitions. Of the just more

, than $2 billion FY 1998 NOAA request, $503 million is in-
NOAA'S BUDGET REQUEST cluded in the Capital Asset Acquisition Account. It will in-
The President’s Request for NOAA for Fiscal Year 1998 ig|ude funding for the current series of polar satellites, the
$2.051 billion in new budget authority. This is an increase ofeostationary Operational Environmental Satellite (GOES)
$78.5 million or 4 percent over the FY 1997 enacted level. Ibrogram, the Advanced Weather Interactive Processing Sys-
this period of high competition for discretionary funds, thetem (AWIPS) program, the remainder of the deployment for

President’s FY 1998 budget request for NOAA affirms theNext Generation Radar (NEXRAD) and several major construc-
importance of the agency’s role by providing the resources tgon projects.

maintain essential services, facilitate continuing progress in i , )
critical investment areas, and address statutory obligations. 1he President’s budget also includes a request for advance
NOAA's budget request is predicated on the need to ensu@Ppropriations of $723 million in appropriations for these

the continued delivery of essential science, technology arf0Jects in FY 1999 and a specific amount for each through
services to the Nation. the completion of each of the projects funded in that account

in FY 1998.
We are proposing $172.5 million in program reductions and ) ) ) ) )
terminations in programs which are ending or of a lower prior- e believe that multi-year funding will provide the cer-
ity. This includes $65 million in the current series of polart@inty to allow us to more effectively plan and manage these
satellites and $31 million in completed construction projectsT&j0r acquisition projects. This will also allow us to spend
This allows us to strengthen the Administration’s commitmore of our time with the Congress discussing our program-
ment to sustaining investments in science and technolod}@tic requirements. The Administration’s goal for this effort
and environmental protection. Compared with FY 1997, sig's {0 ensure that capital assets support core/priority missions

nificant changes in the FY 1998 budget include: of the agency; the assets have clearly demonstrated a pro-
jected return on investment ; cost-benefits of acquisition have

The transfer, over the next two years, of the responsibilitheen evaluated; and to help ensure accountability.
for aeronautical charting to the Department of Transporta-

tion or the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) ($14.5 mil- ADDITIONAL HIGHLIGHTS OF THE FY 1998 REQUEST
lionin FY 1998, 379 Full Time Equivalent personnel positions

(FTEs) in FY 1999. Employees will be treated as reimbursable NATIONAL OCEAN SERVICE

in FY 1998.)

+$66.2 million for continuingseostationary Weather Sat-
ellite development and acquisition; and +$22.5 million to con
verge civilian and militaryPolar-orbiting Satellites.

-An increase of $2.5 million is requested for NOAA's por-
tion of the Administration’South Florida Interagency Eco-
system Restoration Initiative.

-An increase of $0.8 million is requested for the Damage

AT ; o Assessment and Restoration ProgradARP) to enable
Clean Water Initiative, including $4 million for the Commu-  NoaA to fulfill its public trusteeship responsibilities for
nity-Right-To-Know Project on toxics, and $18 million for state coastal and marine resources.

grants, technical assistance and demonstration projects to . o
reduce toxic runoff into coastal waters under the Coastal Zone -Continued support at $15.2 million is requested for the
Management program. Coastal Ocean Progranto improve predictions in the areas

. i , ) of fisheries productivity, marine habitat and coastal flooding.
+$16.6 million to continue the President’s commitment to

restore the health and wealth of Amerid&@beriesand pro- -An increase of $1.5 million i@oastal Zone Management
tect species in danger of extinction. grants is requested for the addition of two new coastal states,

- . . Minnesota and Georgia.
+$4.9 million to ensure an operating base for the Tropical

+$22 million for NOAA's participation in th@resident’s

Oceans-Global Atmospher€@GA) system critical to fore- -An increase of $1.5 million is requested for Negional
casting El Nino events and to the production of future climatdarine Sanctuariesto partially offset increases in base op-
forecasts. erations, enhance operations for sites below minimal opera-

tional levels, and provide some support for implementing final

+$10.8 million for base restoration in tRational Weather management plans — Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale and
Service to maintain the critical mass necessary to operatg|yriga Keys sanctuaries.

infrastructure.
- . . . - NOAA is requesting level funding for tiNational Es-
+$16.9 million to proceed with the nationwide deployment o rine Research Reserve@ERRS) at $4.3 million. All fund-
of the Advanced Weather Interactive Processing Systefg s provided in the Operations, Research and Facilities

(AWIPS). (ORF) account. In FY 1997, $3.0 million of this amount was
+$6 million to fund costs of disestablishing tNOAA made available within the Coastal Zone Management Fund
Corps. (CZMF). Funding is no longer sufficient to level fund NERRS

Continued on page 3
2
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Continued from page 2 and is transmitting a proposed amendment as part of the
from the rapidly depleting CZMF. President's Budget.
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES -The $2.2 million reduction INEXRAD reflects the planned
SERVICE reduction in deployment costs as the national network nears

-An increase of $8.8 million is requested to implement nev&ompleﬂon.

requirements in the recently reauthorisdagnuson-Stevens -A total of $5.3 million is requested in the Operations, Re-
Act (PL 104-297). The Act, which was passed at the end dfearch and Facilities account to operate and maintain the NWS
the 104th Congress, contains many new requirements inclugletwork of 320 Automated Surface Observing Sys&&OS)

ing major revisions to all existing 39 Fishery Managementnits. The total ASOS program budget of $9.8 million repre-
Plans. sents a $0.2 million reduction from the FY 1997 to reflect the

-A net increase of $7.7 million is requestedPootected completion of the acquisition program.

Species Managemertb develop and implement recovery and CONSTRUCTION

conservation plans for species currently listed as depleted, -An increase of $12.6 million is included for the architec-
threatened, or endangered under the Endangered Species f¢hl and engineering studies for construction of a new NOAA

(ESA) and the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA). This gperations and research center atGloeldard Space Flight
includes $6.7 million to address the salmon and steelheaGenter in Greenbelt, Maryland.

listings along the West Coast. , S .
-An increase of $15.2 million is included for the National

OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC Marine Fisheries Service Lab projecBaintaCruz, CA. The
RESEARCH laboratory will replace the aging Tiburon (CA) Laboratory.
-An increase of $1.0 million is requested for Hesalth of

the Atmosphereprogram. This increase will enable NOAA to
contribute to the Nation’s first scientific air quality assess
ment, which will provide information needed to develop effec
tive strategies for implementing the Clean Air Act and its -NOAA requests the decreases/terminations for a number
amendments. of completed projects or Congressional earmarks: The Charles-

aE : ; - ton Laboratory, $5.0 million; Alaska Fisheries Center, $6.0 mil-
-A $1.0 million increase is proposed in NOAA funding for ! X o ' ;
$ brop g lion; Honolulu Laboratory, $2.0 million; Newport Marine Sci-

the Global Observations to Benefit the Environme&ht®BE S : :
program to support continued growth in the number o)f parSnce Center, $3.5 million; National Estuarine Research Reserves

ticipating U.S. schools and the breadth of science data beid&cilities, $1.0 ”.“.'”0”’ and @h_e New Hampshire Environmental
collected for the international science community. chnology facility, $8.5 million.

-NOAA requests a decrease of $5.0 million for the cleanup
of the Pribilof Islands, Alaska, ending the funding for this
project, because the project is nearing completion.

NOAAFLEET
The request for fleet maintenance and planning is $11.8
million, an increase of $3.8 million. This increase will provide
r maintenance on existing ships, systems improvements to
hance hydrographic survey capability, and repairs to the
fisheries research ship MILLER FREEMAN which operates
primarily in Alaskan waters.

-A $2.0 million increase is requested for tbkémate and
Global ChangeProgram to continue activities of the Interna-
tional Research Institute (IRIl) and operational climate fore
casts, and improve seasonal-to-interannual climate modelir
and prediction over North America through process resear
programs.

-TheSea GrantCollege Program has $4.1 million in pro-
posed reductions.

-A decrease of $6.6 million is proposed for the Nationa| FORAFULL SUMMARY OF THE PROPOSED NOAA

Undersea Research Program. The Administration suppork&! Year 1998 Budget call up tNDAA Legislative Affairs|

theNURP program at the $5.4 million level, which will allow {iomepage:Http://iwww.noaa.gov/noaa-ola |

for a streamlined, yet nationally competitive research progralREP ABERCROMBIE OF HAWAII NAMED RANKING
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE DEMOCRAT ON KEY NOAA AUTHORIZING
(NWS) SUBCOMMITTEE
-The request includes equipment and operational costs The House Resources Committee on Febrdangeiined Rep.
totaling $4.9 million for mitigation activities recommended in Neil Abercrombie (D-Hl) to replace former Rep. Gerry Studds (D-
the Secretary’s Team Report on Next Generation Radar MA) as the ranking Democrat on the Fisheries, Wildlife and Oceans
(NEXRAD) Coverage and Associated Degradation of WeatheBubcommittee. The subcommittee is the major authorizing subcom-
Services at 32 Areas of Concern. mittee for NOAA fisheries and oceans programs. It is chaired by
Rep. James Saxton (R-NJ). Rep. Abercrombie supported the original
authorization for the Hawaiian Island Humpback Whale National

pnstrqtion Initiative (MARD!) program .ind.UdeS $3.1 million Marine Sanctuary (HIWHNMS) and remains a strong advocate. He
in savings related tetreamlining certification procedures holds a doctorate in Americ&tudies.

required under the Weather Service Modernization Act (PL
102-567). NWS proposes to streamline the current procegsontinued on page 4

-The Modernization and Associated Restructuring Dem
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Continued from page 3 he introduced on January ® support the International Dol-
New subcommittee members named include freshman Rephin Conservation Program in the Eastern Tropical Pacific
John E. Peterson (R-PA), a former grocer and state legislaté?cean. The so-called “dolphin-safe” legislation is similar to
who represents the State College area in Central Pennsylvggislation which almost passed last session, but was blocked
nia. Another new Republican member is Rep. Michael Crapby Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-CA). HR 408 implements the Panama
(R-ID), who is interested and concerned about Endangerdeclaration signed by the United States and eleven other

Species Act issues. nations. The article quotes the Maryland Republican as criti-
cizing the Administration for not getting the House-passed
SEA GRANT LEGISLATION REFERRED TO HOUSE bill through the Senate. This time, he said, supporters will
SCIENCE COMMITTEE AFTER REPORTED OUT OF make sure that the bill gets to the Senate floor long before
RESOURCES COMMITTEE end-of-session pressures begin. A hearing and a markup

The House Science Committee was poised to reauthdrave been scheduled for April 9th and April 10th respec-
rize a program that distributes funds to colleges and othéively before the House Resources Subcommittee on Fisher-
qualified teaching institutions for ocean research. HR 43¥es, Wildlife and Oceans (Rep. James Saxton, R-8&B (e-
would reauthorize the National Sea Grant College Progranated article on page 18)

Act through 2000, with fiscal 1998 funding authorized . o o o o N A e e e e e ——1
$54.3 million; $55.4 million in FY 1999; and $56.5 million in] The N_atlona! Marine Flsherles Service has establishqd a
FY 2000. The funding would be targeted for grants, co web site for |mplementat|on of the Magunson_-Steven
tracts, and fellowships. It. was taken up by the Hou geauthonzanon Act. It has a copy of the revised act &nd a
Science Subcommittee on Energy and Environment (RdgUmmary of ongoing activitieshitp://

Ken Calvert, R-CA) on March 13Both Reps. Vern Ehlers Ikngfish.ssp.nmfs.gov/sfa/ |
(R-MI) and Tim Roemer (D-IN) expressed interest in Novks mm mm mm - - - ol
zebra mussel research was funded. The measure wo

modify the duties of the Sea Grant College’s director amNUAA OCEANIC HAPPEN'NGS

would repeal the Sea Grant post-doctoral fellowship angm\A MOVES QUICKLY TO ASSESS IMPACTS OF

international programs. It also provides authorization an
funding for oyster-disease research. The law was esta HIPGROUNDING IN THE FLORIDA KEYS

lished by Congress in 1966 to improve the nation’s marin8ANCTUARY
resource conservation efforts. The bill was reported out A 185 meter foreign flag freighter ran aground on the coral
of the House Resources Committee (Rep. Don Young, Reefs of the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary (FKNMS)
AK) on March . on February 2nd. After remaining aground for 6 days the ves-
sel was refloated from the reef without causing collateral dam-
SEN. BOXER INTRODUCES LEGISLATION TO MOVE age to surrounding FKNMS resources or release of oil or
0JAI (SULPHUR MOUNTAIN) RADAR other hazardous materials into the marine environment. A com-
Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-CA) on February'Jdtroduced S bined government response team coordinated by the U.S.
344, the Senate counterpart to House legislation to require til@ast Guard Unified Command in Key West which includes
National Weather Service to move the controversial Ojai (LOSIOAA and the State of Florida currently is investigating
Angeles/Santa Barbara area) Next Generation Radar towefrcumstances surrounding this event and potential enforce-
The bill was referred to the Senate Commerce, Science apgent and damage assessment legal actions.

Transportation Committee. Rep. Elton Gallegly (R-CA), who . he ci behind th di h
represents the district where the tower is located, has intro: Concerning the circumstances behind the grounding, the

duced HR 174. Both bills would require the tower to be movegf ONTSHIP HOUSTON, a Liberian owned and registered con-
within 18 months of enactment. The Sulphur Mountain sitd@iN€" vessel operated by the shipping line Transportacion

has been subject to intensive criticism from the Venturaaritima Mexicana, ran aground in 6 meter deep waters ap-

County residents concerned about lowered property Va|uegfoximately 9 nautical kilometers south of Saddle Bunch Key,
etween Maryland and American Shoals near Key West, FL.

led by “Dallas” television star Larry Hagman. Opponents hav e
y yhag bp %ot only are these waters within the FKNMS, they are also

unsuccessful tried to engage the courts claiming that rad ; ; 3 .
frequency exposures would cause adverse health effecf8Cluded ina congressionally mandated "Area to be Avoided
\TBA)" for all vessels over 45 meters in length. The ship

NOAA has scientifically refuted those arguments. Sen. Box g _ .
amended NOAA's FY '96 Appropriations bill to direct NOAA was en route to Valencia, Spain from New O_rleans at the time
to look for alternative sites if funds were available for this kimof_the_groundlng. The double-hull construction of t_h_e ve_ssel
of survey. NOAA later told Sen. Boxer's office that site syr-minimized the threat of release of approximately 3 million liters

vey funds were not available. NOAA concluded that the cos‘i’f a combination of heavy fuel, diesel and lube oils for its own
of moving the radar would be. at least $5.1 million. use, and fortunately, the Coast Guard determined that there

was no actual oil pollution present at the site.
REP. GILCHREST HOPES FOR SPEEDY ACTION ON

TUQ:LDS\}aI:/ﬂLNGI}IE:ﬁI:Is-?JR!PI\I/I“D) has told Benaressional by the grounding, particularly ancient spur and groove coral
uarterly that he hopes for speedy action—q—on HR 408 Whiclheefs as made evident during overflights and preliminary un-

Continued on page 5

Nonetheless, sanctuary resources were severely damaged
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Continued from page 4 natural and cultural marine resources. The United States Con-
derwater dive surveys. The approach track of the vessel agdess established the 4,480-square nautical kilometer Florida
actual grounding site, along with subsequent shifting whil&eys sanctuary in 1990 to protect the world’s third largest
aground, indicate that the vessel appears to have killed barrier reef system. Established 25 years ago, the National
injured many corals, sponges and other reef dwelling animalblarine Sanctuary Program works cooperatively at the local,
NOAA and other trustees are currently developing a comprestate and national levels to balance the enjoyment of our
hensive assessment plan to determine and document the naeans with their long-term protection.

ture and extent of injury and loss of Iiving.resources withi ATA BUOY REQUESTED BY SEN. WYDEN FAILS OFF
the sanctuary. NOAA and the State of Florida have eIectedr%}IE COAST OF OREGON: NO FUNDS AVAILABLE FOR

pursue a Natural Resource Damage Assessment (NRDA) clai
for injuries to FKNMS resource. REPLACEMENT
) ) ) On January 27th, a replacement data buoy failed which

The responsible party has expressed an interest in CoQRys deployed at the request of Sen. Ron Wyden (D-OR) off
erating with the injury assessment activities and assured ajfe Oregon coast near Stonewall Bank. It was positioned to
thorities that any NRDC claims that may occur as a result Qfarye in place of a buoy which also malfunctioned in August,
the grounding will be addressed. NOAA and its federal andggg. Data buoys are used to collect information on wind
state partners are presently engaged in emergency restoggueq, direction and gust; wave height and period, air and sea
tion activities to minimize the losses of sanctuary resourcegmperatures, and barometric pressure from out in the ocean.
injured by the groundi_ng. This includes reorienting OVer-ajthough the Stonewall Bank buoy was funded only by the
turned coral heads, gluing shattered coral heads back togethgrs  army Corps of Engineers through Fiscal Year 1995, based
as well as temporarily relocating coral to safe locations fopy, jis critical location off of the Oregon Coast, the National
relocation and transplantation later, once the site has begjyig Buoy Center (NDBC) found the funds to replace the

stabilized structurally. buoy at the request of Sen.Wyden. Unfortunately, after only
FLORIDA KEYS NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY 17 days at sea, the buoy suddenly failed as a result of being
RECEIVES STATE APPROVAL struck by a boat or from a mechanical failure. As explained to

en. Wyden'’s office, there is no funding available to replace

Governor Lawton Chiles and the State Board of Trusteeﬁl. X ) X
: - : : is buoy. NDBC is working with the U.S. Coast Guard to
unanimously voted in support of the Florida Keys Natlonarecover the buoy and disestablish the station.

Marine Sanctuary January'2i@ Tallahassee acknowledging
the “true partnership” between the state of Florida and thEEDERAL DISTRICT JUDGE UPHOLDS NORTHEAST
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The Vot |SHERIES CONSERVATION PLAN

concludes six years of planning and public discussion to es- |, g victory for NOAA, a federal district court judge ruled
tablish a marine sanctuary for America’s only I|\_/|ng barrlerOn February 3 that the recovery plan for Northeast ground-
coral reef, vast seagrass meadows, mangrove fringed 'SlaQﬁ§h is “rational, though controversial.” The decision lays to
and the rich marine I|f_e these marine commu_nltles suppqrt. lest a long-standing lawsuit brought against the plan by Maine
has been a challenging effort to address diverse public agdhing interests. Portland, Maine, Federal District Judge D.
private interests while protecting and managlng_these Wat_erl§rock Hornby ruled in favor of the Secretary of Commerce,
Our effort now stands as the moo,I1eI for cooperative protectiofhe gverseer of the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
of the world's natural treasures,” said Terry Garcia, NOAA,qgrams. He upheld all issues outlined in the suit brought
acting deputy administrator. Six years ago, Congress askgf) associated Fisheries of Maine (AFM), an organization of
the state of Florida and NOAA to join forces to protect thgishermen. The judge concluded that although the plan’s
Florida Keys reef system. The state and NOAA have workegeasyres will significantly affect the fishing industry and fish-
together with the local community on a strategy to protect thg,q communities, it was developed in accordance with the law
Keys’ fragile marine resources while preserving the uniqug g within the agency’s mandate to build sustainable fisher-
lifestyle and quality-of-life associated with the Florida Keys.jag The plan is now known as Amendment 7 to the Northeast
“Partnerships form the backbone of the National Marine Sa”‘?\'/lultispecies Fishery Management Plan. “The judge’s rea-
tuary Program. ~And the most important partnership is thgqning validates the long process and difficult decision-mak-
one we -- the state of Florida and NOAA -- have with thejhg that was required of the New England Fishery Manage-
users and visitors of the sanctuary. Together we serve as thni Council, the fishing industry, the environmental commu-
stewards of this fragile environment,” Mr. Garcia told the GOV'nity, and the agency in order to get a plan in place that had a
ernor and ftrustees. high probability of success,” said Dr. Andy Rosenberg, North-

“Hopefully, the sanctuary can now bring everyone togethegast regional NMFS director.
to protect this beautiful resource,” said Billy Causey, sanctugs0-METER PROTECTION ZONE FOR ENDANGERED
ary superintendent. “Whether it’s installing mooring buoysmGHT WHALES
or expanding our volunteer programs, the sanctuary takes an
innovative approach to make sure that today’s coral reef ec
system will be here for our children and our grandchildren,

_ To combat a five fold increase in the accidental fatality rate
RIOAA on February 1L announced new safety measures to

he said. The Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary is onRrotect the most endangered whale off the Atlantic coast, the

of 12 marine sanctuaries that protect the nation’s significanqorth_ern right whale. The prohibitions within this rule wil
Continued on page 6
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Continued from page 5 The results of the updated biological opinion support a
restrict all vessels and watercraft, swimmers, and aircraft froshange in escapement levels—the number of fish needed to
approaching within 450 meters of a right whale to minimizeescape fishing in order to rebuild a sustainable population.
disturbance to the animal. If a vessel is within the 450-meterhe required increase in escapement level in the reasonable
restricted area, it must immediately depart the area at a sloand prudent alternative is being lowered somewhat (from 35
safe speed in a direction away from the whale. In the last I8 rcent to 31 percent) based on new data, and is being com-
months, at least 14 right whales have died off the East Coagtared to a 5-year (rather than 3-year) base/average. This will
nine of which are known to have died or sustained seriou®sult in more consistent management over the next several
injury from entanglements in fishing gear, ship strikes, or otheyears. The NMFS Southwest Regional Director announced
human-induced activities. National Marine Fisheries Servicéhe revised information at the annual meeting with the State of
(NMFS) officials believe that whale watching operations whichCalifornia to review the 1996 salmon season and begin dis-
focus on the humpback and finback whales will only be minicussions on the 1997 season. This announcement will lead to
mally affected. Ten thousand right whales once inhabited similar presentation later at the Pacific Fishery Management
U.S. waters before commercial whaling of the early 1900s ré=ouncil. This change would result in a similar harvest rate
duced populations. Today, only about 300 right whales rethan that allowed under last year’s opinion. However, prelimi-
main. nary results from a recent California Department of Fish and
Game study indicates that incidental hooking mortality -- fish
PRESIDENT CRITICIZES CANADA FOR ALLOWING that expire after they are caught and released -- could actually
NATIVE WHALE KILLINGS ] be 50 percent, instead of 13 percent as previously thought.
In a sharply worded statement, the President on Februaferefore, even though NMFS is decreasing the required es-
10" criticized Canada for permitting the subsidence killing Ofcapement level, if the Council applies the study the higher

two endangered bowhead whales by native Arctic peoplesigoking rate will need to be accounted for in generating rec-
On December 2 former Commerce Secretary Mickey Kantor gmmended harvest rates for 1997.

had certified Canada under the Pelly Amendment for issuin

the whaling licenses in contravention of the conservatio OAA MAJOR PLAYER IN ADMINISTRATION CLEAN
program of the International Whaling Commission (IWC). WATER INITIATIVE

Canada withdrew from the IWC in 1982. President Clinton, in Last August, President Clinton announced a new initiative
a letter to Congress, said: “Canada’s unilateral decision t protect all communities from toxic pollution. Pollution con-
authorize whaling outside of the IWC is unacceptable.”  tinues to degrade our nation’s ocean and Great Lakes coastal
waters costing states potential jobs, tourism dollars, and op-

. . 'S Usrtunities for sustainable economic growth. The President’s
international effort that has allowed whale stocks to begin t lean Water Initiative will turn plans into actions by eliminat-

recover from the devastating e_ffects of h'StO”(.: Wh_allng. ~ ng sources of toxic pollution in coastal communities.
particular concern to the President was whaling in the East-
ern Canadian Arctic which “poses a particular conservation --Beaches closed by pollution will be restored to public
risk, and the decision to take this risk should not have beeuse. In 1995, U.S. beaches were closed or advisories were
made unilaterally.” Because of the Canadian actions, thesued on more than 3,522 occasions.
President h_as ordered the Commerce Depz_irtment, acting UN"__Shellfish beds will be reopened for public and commercial
der the Marine Mammal Protection Act, to withhold consider-, : .

i . X .. _harvest. In 1990, degraded water quality closed or restricted
ation of any Canadian requests for waivers to the existin . .

. : ) early 30 percent of U.S. coastal shellfish growing waters.

moratorium on the importation of seals and/or seal produc ight now over half of the 2.2 million hectares of shellfish
into the United States. Further, the President instructed t 9 '

State Department to oppose Canadian efforts to address tr ( %fw?gdvlﬁtﬁ rsr:en }QE i?(lafc?lggﬂeedng r gzﬁigtaetéoguset?f :r?r(ce)lrl;i c
in marine mammal products within the Arctic Council. P g region,

water quality problems.
NOAA FISHERIES AND CALIFORNIA FIND NEW DATA - - -
--Urban waterfronts will be redeveloped in the nation’s
ON SACRAMENTO RIVER WINTER-RUN CHINOOK coastal and Great Lakes cities. Many urban waterfronts have

SALMON o _ been abandoned or undergone decline due to contaminants
The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on Februand poor environmental quality. NOAA has a key role in this
ary 19" announced slightly eased restrictions on the harvesinteragency initiative designed to make coastal waters safe

ing of Sacramento River winter-run chinook salmon. Ina letand clean for all Americans by the year 2000. NOAA will
ter to Members of Congress, NMFS Administrator Rollandcontribute to three parts of the President’s Initiative:

Schmitten said he was “happy to report that the estimate of L .
the 1996 spawning run of winter chinook, although still less 1. “To expand every American's right to know about toxic

than 1,000 fish, showed an increase in numbers compar@@!lution,” the NOAA budget provides an additional $2.9 mil-
with that of the 1993 parent brood year.” This is part of anion {0 its Coastal Monitoring and Environmental Assess-
update of the March, 1996 biological opinion for Sacrament"€nt program to expand and improve the nation's coastal
River winter-run chinook salmon. The biological opinion ex-Mmenitoring programs. Working in partnership with coastal

amines impacts of the Washington, Oregon and Californi§€nters such as the one at the University of New Hampshire,
commercial and recreational salmon fisheries on the stock. continued on page 7

The President said that “Canada’s conduct jeopardizes t

6
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Continued from page 6 Public participation and involvement have become important
NOAA will develop and implement state-of-the-art monitor- elements of the NOAA program.

Igg tecLhnkoIogy for deployment in coastal areas including the  \ oA sends an evaluation team into the state once every
reat Lakes. three years to see how well the state is doing in maintaining
2. “To make water clean and safe for all Americans througthe health of its coast and in meeting residents’ needs to use
the protection of the Great Lakes, coastal resources and es@nd preserve the coast. During this visit, the evaluation team
aries”, the NOAA budget provides $18 million to expand itsmet with representatives from state and local government agen-
Coastal Zone Management (CZM) program. This unique fedcies and environmental organizations, as well as with busi-
eral state partnership program is a proven entity addressimgss and community leaders about the state’s progress in
critical pollution issues in the marine and Great Lakes coastaaintaining a healthy, balanced coastline. Maine is one of 30
states. NOAA in conjunction with the National Sea Grantcoastal states and U.S. territories voluntarily participating in
College Program would provide technical assistance, finarthe NOAA coastal program. Under the program, the federal
cial support and guidance to help states find and implemegovernment identifies nationwide coastal problems and goals
solutions to these problems. to resolve those problems. States determine how best to re-

) . solve those problems and meet those goals using their own
3. “To accelerate Superfund toxic waste cleanups in oy s and policies.

communities”, the NOAA budget provides $1 million to

NOAA's Coastal Resources Coordination Program. WorkindlEW HAMPSHIRE

closely with the Environmental Protection Agency, states and The team documented a number of accomplishments, in-
localities, this successful program provides critical scientificcluding examples of a coordinated, science-based approach
and technical information to interagency teams working téo improving the coast. The state also excelled in effective
cleanup Superfund sites located in coastal areas. education, outreach, and strategic funding, which encour-
NOAA FINDS OUTSTANDING IMPROVEMENTS IN aged coastal communities and the general public to get in

volved and help the coast. “ The program’s accomplishments

MAINE AND NEW HAMPSHIRE COASTAL PROGRAMS ranged from establishing a link between scientists, state re-
Maine and New Hampshire have made outstanding imsource managers and nonprofit organizations to supporting

provements to their coastal programs over the past three yeaisore than 250 projects that aided communities in their access

protecting the coastline as well as helping state residentst@ and protection of the coast.

NOAA team announced on January 22nd.he team had ) . ) )

conducted a week-long series of public hearings and private According to the evaluation team, the state is also making

meetings across the adjacent states in September. a significant effort to minimize water pollution reaching the
coast from stormwater runoff and septic systems. The team
MAINE cited two specific demonstration projects, one in the Oyster

The team documented 17 projects that the state coasRlver watershed and the other focused on the Exeter/
program has undertaken to improve the shoreline. ThesBguamscott River. One important component in both projects
projects ranged from devising plans for specific portions ofs educating local residents and county government officials
the coast, such as the Damariscotta River estuary, to formebout the common sources of runoff pollution and then work-
lating a unique program that trains and certifies local enforcéng with them to devise the best possible management meth-
ment officials. The state also recently started the Shore Stewds. These education and outreach programs not only height-
ards Partnership Program, which trains local volunteers tened local awareness of runoff pollution but also motivated
monitor the quality of Maine’s coastal waters. In addition, theapproximately 800 volunteers to participate annually in col-
state began a Marine Volunteer Program in the Penobscot Batting and cataloging debris found on Atlantic coast beaches
region that intensively trains residents on coastal issues, th@nd along the state’s tributaries.

matches the volunteers with coastal projects. At the time
the evaluation, Maine residents had logged more than 52 DERAL WEAKFISH REGULATIONS PROPOSED TO

hours of coastal community service through the Marine VolCOMPLEMENT COASTAL STOCK REBUILDING

unteer Program alone. These Marine Volunteers participatddFFORTS
in pollution surveys, coastal cleanups, historic preservation, To rebuild the overfished stock of Atlantic coast weakfish
salmon restoration and habitat surveys. to healthy levels, the National Marine Fisheries Service

MFS) has proposed to regulate the harvest of weakfish in

W H 1 N
o tr;re hvevju;:r?:sse(())f Il\élz\j\mg fu%r?hggargc?;r;iﬂbyebigggr::?ggéferal waters from Maine to Florida, NOAA announced on
y the€ peop prog 9 bruary 21st. The fisheries service is seeking comments on

KAOTm%n'RI%SAEVONe? '?. hetlpmglthea cogvsvth noted ‘]Ohr}he proposal at three public hearings along the East Coast in
ctead, S evajuation team feader. en We Se€ SQharch. According to fisheries service officials, biological in-

?ngy tﬁz?\?vlee hda(z/IQ%r?(())uTsligrq dfi(r)1r thr% Cr(:rist,’, A\’\\;teerktnhoeWMr;?:&icators show that the weakfish stock is severely overfished.
y g prog ' herefore, the fisheries service is proposing to implement the

visit, the IYOAA evalu.atlon team deemed the Maine CoaStanllowing measures in federal waters:
Program “fully adhering to its coastal management plan,
meaning that the program is in good standing and meets the - 30 centimeter minimum size limit;

terms and conditions of NOAA's National Coastal Program. .
Continued on page 8
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sold to marine amusement parks and a whale museum. “The
capture of orcas was allowed under a permit to gather them for
research purposes. Clearly, the use of whales for business
- bycatch possession limit of 68 kilograms for smallerand entertainment purposes blatantly violates the conditions
mesh sizes; of the permit,” Rep. Metcalf said. “Itis my understanding that
orca pods appear very infrequently in Japanese waters. De-
stroying even one orca pod can cause great harm to the small

Continued from page 7
- mesh sizes compatible with the size limit;

- no flynetting south of Cape Hatteras;

- commercial landings of weakfish only in orca population in that area.” He predicted that the entire
certain states such as Massachusetts, orcra pod will “certainly suffer... | cannot condone this act
Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York, and will do whatever | can to see that the five whales are
New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, released immediately,” Rep. Metcalf told his colleagues.
North Carolina, and Florida. NOAA PARTICIPATES IN RECYCLING OF WASTE

_COOKING OIL INTO BIODIESEL EXPERIMENT

Commercial and recreational fishermen target weakfish in The U.S. Department of Energy has reported that NOAA

East Coast waters from Massachusetts to Florida. Fisherm - . . -
catch about 3.6 million kilograms of weakfish annually, butﬁgtrm boats in the Florida Keys National Marine Sanctuary

marine fisheries scientists believe millions more could be tak are using environmentally-friendly biodiesel partially pro-

e . ,
if weakfish stocks are managed to a healthy statbese Guced from recycled used restaurant cooking oil. The front

lati ted beain th f rebuildi page of the publication features a picture of a NOAA patrol
reguiations are expected begin the process of rebullding 4t gocked in front of a 1,900 liter fueling tank sitting under
the stock in coordination with other measures implemente

) : . ! . _“‘lush tropical vegetation. The fall 1996 issueRibfuels Up-
under the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission Yatestated that the biodiesel is particularly welcome in envi-

(ASMFC) Weakfish Fishery Management Plan. ronmentally-sensitive areas such as the Keys. “Divers are
The National Marine Fisheries Service is responsible fovery aware of water pollution issues and may appreciate
managingitlantic coast weakfish in federal waters, while thebiodiesel’s cleaner-burning and biodegradable attributes,” said
ASMFC, consisting of 15 East Coast states plus the Distridflark Nordby, a spokesman for NOPEC, the biodiesel pro-
of Columbia and the Potomac River Fisheries Commission, ducer. NOPEC has a plant in Lakeland with a 76 million liter
responsible for managingeakfish in state waters. The Mid- capacity for biodiesel annually. Its current production uses
Atlantic Fishery Management Council has the lead in develabout 50 percent virgin soybean oil and 50 percent waste oil.
oping a federal weakfish fishery management plan, but haBy working with the Florida Restaurant Association, its goal
been unable to do so because of workload constraints. In tigeto increase its waste oil feedstock use to about 90 percent.
absence of a federal fishery management plan, the Atlantithe biodiesel manufactured from waste oil is very competi-
Coastal Fisheries Cooperative Management Act allows théve with conventional diesel. NOPEC’s main customers are
Secretary of Commerce to implement regulations in federdloat owners in the environmentally sensitive waters of the
waters that complement the ASMFC weakfish plan in stat&lorida Keys and Chesapeake Bay. Boat owners are reporting
waters. The ASMFC fishery management plan already rdess black smoke and better engine performance because of
guires Atlantic coast states to implement measures similar fgodiesel’s increased lubricity and higher cetane, said Henry
those proposed for federal waters, and has requested siigghberg, NOPEC’s marine advisor. Eight marinas in the Chesa-
portive action by the Department of Commerce in federal wapeake Bay now sell biodiesel under the brand name BioBlend.

ters. NOAA UNVEILS U.S. FRAMEWORK FOR THE
The fisheries service, in cooperation with ASMFC and thdNTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE REEF

states, will hold three public hearings along the Atlantic coast On February 24, NOAA Administrator Dr. D. James Baker

in March to gather public comment. Additionally, the fisher-and State Department Under Secretary for Global Affairs Tim

ies service is asking for publeommentson a draft environ-  wirth, announced the framework and goals of the U.S. Coral

mental impact statement for weakfish that examines the condreef Initiative. Baker and Wirth were joined by Del. Donna

tion of the stock and various regulatory alternatives. The&hristian-Green (D-VI) and Jean-Michel Cousteau at this event.

draft impact statement will serve as background information997 has been declared the International Year of the Reef (IYOR)

for the proposed ruleCopies of the impact statement and as a means to raise public awareness about the global degra-

proposed rule may be obtained by calling Tom Meyer of thgation of the world’s coral reef ecosystems. NOAA, the pri-

National Marine Fisheries Service at (301) 427-2014.  mary federal agency charged with the stewardship of domes-

REP. METCALF CRITICIZES JAPAN FOR ORCA WHALE tiC.CC.)I'a| resources, has developed an apt_iqn plan to build on

CAPTURE existing management and research activities and to ad_dress
gaps and needs in existing programs. NOAA's contributions

R-WA 4 “d : h v Feb to the U.S. Coral Reef Initiative address three priority areas:
(R-WA) expresse eep concern® over the early February ;o cq for improved management; solutions for conserva-

capture of five orca whales off the coast of Japan. The OrG& 1 and sustainable development; and, improved informa-

whales were n_etted and.separated from their yvhale famll>(i'on and outreach. In addition to these priorities NOAA also
called a pod vital for their survival. The Washington State

Republican said that the captured orcas were scheduled to Bgntinued on page 9

In February 28 House floor remarks, Rep. Jack Metcalf



NOAA Legislative Informer March 1997/Issue #22

Continued from page 8 and move northward through the mid-Atlantic region during
is launching a year long public awareness campaign in coie summer feeding migration. While the final 1997 annual
cert with the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, the Ameri-quota for the Angling category of ABT has not yet been
can Association of Zoos and Aquariums, the Earth Commungstablished (the 1996 allocation was 243 mt), if the current
cations Office, the Professional Association of Dive Instrucharvest rate continues, it is possible that a significant portion
tors, and the renown artist, Robert Lyn Nelson, who has cor®f the entire Angling category quota might be taken prior to
tributed an original painting to serve as the official IYOR posterthe time that the species migrates north. Anglers may con-
) . . . tinue to fish for school, large school and small medium ABT,
A coral reef hotline provides more information on how ©0ea5uring 69 centimeters to less than 119 cm total curved
protect reefs. This hotlin@;888-coral reefis sponsored by  ¢qryjength under the fisheries service's tag and release pro-
the Earth Communications Office with the generous Suppo§ram anglers should verify that the trophy category remains
of the Goldman Foundation. World famous explorer, Jeargpen by calling the fisheries service's 24-hour Information

Michel Cousteau narrates the coral reef hotline. Line at (301) 713-1279 prior to each fishing trip.
FISHERIES APPROVES LIMITED ACCESS SYSTEMTO  pisHERIES SERVICE PROPOSES LIMITED ACCESS,
PROTECT ILLEX SQUID OTHER AMENDMENTS TO ATLANTIC SWORDFISH

On February 2, the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) announced that it was going to prevent the overharMANAGEMENT PLAN
vesting of the lllex squid. The agency found that a Iimitec{h

access system of management was appropriate fietke e National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) announced on
pLAS A d 1
squid fishery, which is considered fully utilized. The Mid- March 3% new management proposals designed to reduce the

Atlantic Fishery Management Council is in agreement Wiﬂprospect of future increases in fishing capacity and associ-
NMFS action fo approve the Amendment. In response tated bycatch of this species. The proposal, which includes a

. . 8Ian to restrict future access to the fishery, is based in part on
concerns from New England fishermen, NMFS and the M'd'recommendations by the commercial fishing industry, scien-

:;ltzrt])tllizr?eosugcéltrhua(l:\:Sreem;lgteg(:S%t g;llzv:/efourbfﬁqtttreed orlgszlsou rt_‘iests and others interested in protecting and preserving sword-
Pfish stocks while maintaining a viable fishery. A primary in-

mer:jt_t(_)f thd% Sql_f_'g f|’s\lheryE|n ’\lleV\é I;Z:r_]gkl]and,l\l/:‘ reSOUrCe ont of this proposal is to hold commercial harvesting capac-
conditions aflow. € New England Fishery Managemeny, o; recent historic levels to prevent the possibility of future
Council _also has requested joint management responsibili g/creased fishing efforts by fishermen who have not targeted
for the Fisheries Management Plan (FMP). swordfish in the past, but who currently hold permits. The

To assist in the rebuilding of Atlantic swordfish stocks,

BLUEFIN TUNA FISHERY CLOSES OFF NORTH number of permitted vessels that currently participate in the
CAROLINA fishery is far less than the number of commercial permits an-
FISHERIES SERVICE DIRECTOR ACTS TO ALLOW MORE nually issued for swordfish. The latest scientific evidence
FISHERMEN ACCESS TO LIMITED RESOURCE confirms that the north Atlantic swordfish stock is overfished.

A combination of sizable landings and high catch rates b S pOP“'a‘iO” is estimated by scientist_s to _be at 67 percent of
Atlantic bluefin tuna fishermen has resulted in an interim cIo-tS_ optimum I_evel, and the average size fish anded has de-
sure of the Angling category, the National Marine Fisherie&lined to 38 kilograms compared with 120 kgs thirty years ago.
Service (NMFS) announced on February 26th. The Anglin opulations of swordfish along the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico
category fishery for school, large school, and small mediu oasts are now so low that a thriving recreational fishery and
Atlantic bluefin tuna will close on March 2nd and remain® commercial harpoon_ f|sher_y glatmg from the 19th centu_ry
closed until further notice. The fisheries service has amendé@v_e both been essent|all_y eliminated. To ensure that the fish-
the regulations governing the Atlantic bluefin tuna (ABT)!Nd industry and the public have adequate time to assess the
fisheries to provide the agency authority to close and/or rdMmPact of both this swordfish proposal and a similar proposal

open all or part of the Angling category in order to provide for© limit er.'”y into the Atlantic shark fishery, the .public com-
equitable distribution of fishing opportunities throughout theMent period for the p_rop_osed.rule on shark_llmlted entry has
een extended to coincide with the swordfish comment pe-

species range. “l am closing the Angling category for bluefirp. q X b ved bef i
to ensure that fishermen from other areas of the East Co4lqd- Written comments must be receive on or betore Ap”
th. Send comments to Rebecca Lent, Chief, Highly Migra-

have the same opportunity to catch these fish later in t ) e . : .
season, and that we have the best possible opportunity Wy Species Management Division, National Marine Fisher-

gather scientific data,” said Rolland Schmitten, fisheries sel€S Service, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910.
vice director. The closure will be reassessed as more dq{#gRE EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT TOOLS PROPOSED
become available. “I had hoped that reducing the bag limit fofrgr BLUEFIN TUNA; FISHERIES SERVICE DIRECTOR

recreational anglers from one-fish-per-person to One'ﬁSh'pehESPONDS TO FISHERMEN'S CONCERNS

Vgsgel, imposed in January, would hav? been .suff|C|ent to The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is offering
eliminate the need for an early closure,” Schmitten added,

“Unfortunately, with all the fishing effort for bluefin tuna, that d series of sweeping proposal_s_ to more effectl_vely manage
y the valuable and highly-competitive Atlantic bluefin tuna fish-
has not proven to be the case.

ery for 1997, it announced on March 3rd. The fisheries service
Historically, school bluefin tuna arrive off Virginia in May Continued on page 10
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Continued from page 9 NOAA UNVEILS FINAL PLAN FOR HAWAIIAN

proposes to establish a new tuna permit program to gathESLANDS HUMPBACK WHALE SANCTUARY

better catch and fishing effort information; prohibit all fishing ~ Representatives from the NOAA unveiled the final man-
by General category permit holders on restricted fishing dayagement plan for the Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale Na-
and prohibit catch of smaller size fish by General categor{ional Marine Sanctuary in Honolulu on February 19th. A
fishers; prohibit use of spotter aircraft except in the Purseitizens advisory council helped guide development of the
Seine category; and split the Angling large school/small mesanctuary plan which balances protection of Hawaii’'s marine
dium and trophy category quotas into a North/South divi€nvironment with the quality-of-life and way-of-life it sup-
sion. The fisheries service will hold a series of public hearports. According to Terry Garcia, NOAAs Acting Deputy
ings to receive comments on these proposals. Administrator, “Hawaii's sanctuary brings a community-based
approach to the long-term protection of the humpback whale

The new prc_)posals are the result of comments and SUlhd its habitat. The Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale Na-
gestions from fishermen and stakeholders as part of two eay

ier Ad d Noti p 4 Rul Ki d onal Marine Sanctuary is an important part of a larger effort
ler Advanced Notices of Proposed Rulemaking and a cony protect the health of Hawaii's ocean and invest in the fu-
mitment by Rolland Schmitten, NMFS director, to make neede,

. “Last S ber. | sed re of its economy.” Added Sanctuary Liaison Allen Tom,
management improvements. “Last September, | promised g o 1y5,y4i; sanctuary gives local residents a direct voice in
improve our management of this fishery and provide mor

$he protection of humpback whales.”
accountability,” said Schmitten. “These measures will give P P

us some effective tools to meet those promises.” The pro- The relatively shallow, warm waters surrounding the main
posed changes to Angling category regulations also are eklawaiian Islands comprise one of the world’s most important
pected to lengthen the fishing season and allow fishermdhumpback whale habitats. Scientists estimate that two-thirds
from a greater geographical area to pursue bluefin for a longef the entire North Pacific humpback whale population (2,000
period of time. to 3,000 whales) migrate to Hawaiian waters to breed, calve

gnd nurse. This number is down from the estimated 15,000

Fishermen have expressed concern about the agencyfles that existed in pre-whale hunting days. The contin-

ability to adjust catch limits in a imely manner to avoid OVeled protection of humpback whales and their Hawaiian habi-

i ds. To add his. th ol d &3t is crucial to the long-term recovery of this magnificent
tific needs. To address this, the agency implemented an '@hdangered species. The Hawaii sanctuary was created in
terim final rule that allows the fisheries service director to

; S R X o . 1992 to provide protection for humpback whales and their
adjust fishing activities in an identified area. This should helrf_| waiian habitat. Since that time. NOAA. the state and the
ensure that fishing oceurs throughout t_he season and tha’F nctuary advisory council cumulatively have held dozens of
fishermen have an equitable opportunity to harvest a portlo|5]ublic meetings and received hundreds of public comments

O.f the_quota. The direqtor Wi" notmake a deci_sion_until varia:to develop the final management plan. Highlights of the sanc-
tions in seasonal distribution, abundance, migration patterqaary management plan include:

or catch rate of bluefin are determined. According to fisheries
service officials, the permit program tracking systems will also --a 3,360 square nautical kilometer sanctuary encompass-
accommodate automated catch reporting and reduce its burg the majority of the humpback whale’s Hawaiian habitat; a
den while supplying more timely and accurate data than cuprohibition against sanctuary-imposed user fees;

rent survey-based reporting. Fisheries service officials also
believe proposed revisions requiring anglers to call in thei[n
catches to an "’_‘“t‘,’mat?.d telephon_e reporting system will "Mheir habitat; a sanctuary advisory council to ensure contin-
prove the service’s ab!hty to monitor th_e Angling category ed local involvement:

catch. The Large Pelagic Survey will continue to be conducted,
and the two reporting systems will be used to improve data --recognition of Native Hawaiian subsistence, cultural, and
gathering. To address concerns about quota monitoring ameligious uses within the sanctuary;

effective effort controls, the fisheries service proposes to pro-
hibit the retention of bluefin less than the large medium siz
class by vessels permitted in the General category, and
prohibit all fishing by persons aboard vessels permitted in the Before the final approval, the sanctuary plan must go
General category on designated restricted-fishing days. bhrough a 30-day review period as required under the Na-
addition, General category vessels would be required to conienal Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), to be followed by a
plete pelagic fisheries vessel logbooks for all fishing tripssubsequent 45-day review by the Governor of Hawaii and
The proposed requirements would improve distribution ofCongress.

fishing opportunities, decrease bluefin mortality, and improve
the accuracy of catch estimates for both the Angling ang
General categories.

--a protection strategy that increases awareness of exist-
g state and federal regulations that protect the whales and

--and, research and education programs that build upon
gisting successes.

The Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine
anctuary is one of 12 marine sanctuaries administered by
NOAA that protect the nation’s significant natural and cul-
tural marine resources. In 1997 the Marine Sanctuary Program
is celebrating its 25anniversary.

Continued on page 11
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Continued from page 10 than 80 hectares of habitat on former farmland in the Hippolyte
NOAA PROVIDES ASSISTANCE TO URUGUAY TO Coulee - Black Bayou area, located about 11 kilometers south
COMBAT OIL SPILL AT REQUEST OF THE UNITED of Lake Charles in southwestern Louisiana. Under the first
NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM agreement, 10 hectares of neglected farmland are being re-

A three-member NOAA team was dispatched to assist th%tored to Cypress swamp-t_)rgck|sh ma_rsh hapltat to compen-
. . Sate for natural resource injuries associated with the chemical
Uruguayan government to contain a massive early Februa

I L . .
oil spill at the request of the United Nations Developmen Llease. “This agreement reflects the cooperative spirit that

Program (UNDP) on behalf of the National Fisheries Institute be achieved between industry and state and federal natu-

of Uruguay.UNDP paid for the costs associated with theral resource trustees under laws designed to restore coastal

S . resources affected by hazardous substances,” said Acting
NOAA missionThe San Jorge, a Panamanian-flagged tankeNOAA Deputy Administrator Terry D. Garcia. “The agree-

ran aground in early February off Uruguay's coast, Spillingments demonstrate a strong commitment to a healthy envi-

crude oil that formed a slick about 32 kilometers long. Eventu- : - . .
onment while avoiding lengthy and expensive studies and

ally the spill broke into smaller slicks with the use of chemica‘.tigation » Under the second agreement, Conoco i restoring

agents dropped by planes and ships from Uruguay and neigjs o . . . :
boring Argentina. The oil affected about 4.8 kilometers of hectares of similar habitat adjacent to the first restoration

. giﬁe in response to a compliance order issued by the Louisi-
beach near Jose Ignacio, an area of luxury homes about na Department of Environmental Quality. Both projects are
kilometers northeast of Punta del Este, said Capt. Daniél b - bro)

currently underway. More than 60,000 one-year-old native

Loureiro, a navy press spokesman. _Urugu_ayan _Nav_y .Sh'qrsee saplings have recently been planted, including species
and planes sprayed chemicals on a wind-driven oil spill in an

. S such as bald cypress, overcup oak, nuttal oak, green ash,
attempt to prevent it from seeping mto_the b_eaches near trE)eitter pecan, common persimmon, willow oak and water oak.
Iu>§ury resort of Punta del Este. Loure!ro said the navy Wa%he habitat will provide sanctuary to many indigenous ani-
using chemicals to try to keep the spill away from Isla demals and fish species

Lobos, a small rocky coastal island where 250,000-400,000 sea P '

lions and fur seals raise their pups. Itis considered one of /i | S

densest concentrations of marine mammals in the world. TtNOAA ATMOSPH ER'C HAPPEN'NGS

NOAA team included Dr. Tom Loughlin, who recently com-

pleted a book on the impact of the Exxon Valdez spill on marinS ECRETARY DALEY APPROVES DEPLOYMENT OF
mammals. The NOAA team included representatives fronADVANCED WEATHER SYSTEM

Hazmat and the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS). Secretary of Commerce William M. Daley on February 12
They provided shoreline assessment training for local volunapproved the limited deployment of the National Weather
teers and inspected fur seals and sea lions on the Isla 8ervice’s Advanced Weather Interactive Processing System
Lobos, an area of heavy oil impacts. (AWIPS). Prior to issuing the order, the Secretary interacted
with both relevant authorizing and appropriating committees

Pkunc;ta ‘.jﬂe]l tEstg tand n_e|?h$)or|n%beach cXmmutn|t|es %Withjurisdiction over weather service programs. The decision
packed with tourists, mainly from Uruguay, Argentina anty i rizes the acquisition and installation in calendar year

Brazil, during the southern hemisphere’s peak summer montl1§)97 of 21 systems with an option for 18 more exercisable in

of January and February. Transportes Maritimos Petrolero§ ; :
AN L uly if te devel t and depl t
an Argentine firm that operated the San Jorge, said in a stag y ' appropriate deveiopment and depioyment progress

ment the tanker was carrying 370,000 barrels of oil when it le ave been demonstrated. The Secretary said the limited de-

th thern A i fof C q Rivadavia head loyment would allow a decision covering the remainder of
€ southern Argéntine port of Lomodoro Rivadavia Neadef, o 131 ynjt system to be put off until December. “I believe
for Sao Sebastian, Brazil.

this decision will allow the program to get the improved tools
CONOCO TO RESTORE WETLANDS IN LOUISIANA offered by the current version of AWIPS into the hands of
Two agreements aimed at creating and enhancing habititrecasters sooner,” the Secretary stated. “| expect that the
for fish and wildlife were announced Marchiy NOAA ,  costat completion will not exceed the $550 million total now
the Louisiana Department of Environmental Quality andProjected in the President's FY 1998 budget and that the
Conoco Inc. These restoration projects will compensate fd¥!anned level of performance will be maintained,” he said.
natural resource injuries associated with a March 1994 chemihe Secretary directed NOAA to provide additional schedul-
cal release (ethylene dichloride) into the Clooney Island Loof'd and cost information on AWIPS to relevant committees.

area of the Calcasieu Estuary. State and federal trustees, @F\. SNOWE INTRODUCES WEATHER SERVICE
behalf of the public, worked cooperatively with Conoco to I.U.SURE LEGISLATION

forge resource restoration and protection agreements under ; .

the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation,.s.en' Olympia Snowe (R-ME) has introduced S 271 re-
and Liability Act, commonly known as the Superfund Act’qumng.the Secretary of C_omm_erce to ensure that at 'e?‘S‘
and the Louisiana Environmental Quality Act. Together thé! equivalent level of service will be supplied to the public

: : ; d affected agencies before closing National Weather
agreements result in creation and long-term protection of mo rvice field stations. The bill was referred to the Com-

merce, Science and Transportation Committee. In floor re-
marks, the Maine Republican said the bill would create ad-

Continued on page 12
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Continued from page 11 Research. During his three-hour tour, he saw demonstrations
ditional office closureertification criteria where field offices ©Of the operational center of the Advanced Weather Interac-
are eliminated because of modernization. “My bill would pro-ive Processing System (AWIPS), the Advanced Hydrologic
hibit the Secretary from closing or relocating these office$’rediction System, and NEXRAD (Next Generation Radar)
unless he first evaluates the effect of a closing or relocatioRfincipal User Processor. He also learned about the EI Nino-

on all weather information and services provided to local usSouthern Oscillation Observing System. He was particularly
ers.” interested in particulate matter and ground level ozone in the

) ] . atmosphere. Rep. Calvert recently won election to a third term
The Secretary is further required to determine that at leagjith 54 percent of the vote. He is formerly a commercial real

an equivalent level of weather services will be provided in th@state developer. He represents the western suburbs of Riv-
future,” she said. The legislation focuses on offices that sengside County. His district is subject to constant brush fires
parts of the country identified as “areas of geographic connat hit housing developments in the district's arid hills and
cern” in the National Research Council's 1995 report. Semyontains avocado and citrus producers. The district is home
Snowe specifically cited field offices slated for closing wher&g the University of California-Riverside, Riverside Commu-
“‘people who live in the area have expressed serious CORjty College, and March Air Force Base in Sunnymead. Major
cerns.” These include Caribou, ME, Williston, ND, Batonempjoyers include Rohr, Inc., a manufacturer of aircraft parts

Route, LA, and Kalispell, MT. and equipment. Rep. Calvert holds a bachelor’s degree from
NEW FACILITY UNDERWAY FOR NOAA'S AVIATION San Diego State University.
WEATHER CENTER, TRAINING CENTER ATMOSPHERIC SCIENTISTS TO MONITOR

The National Weather Service took one of the final steps ifURBULENCE NEAR COLORADO SPRINGS AIRPORT

the agency-wide modernization program on March 4th as of- \yeather researchers in Boulder will be monitoring and ana-
ficials used golden shovels to break ground for the new Avigyzing air turbulence near Colorado Springs to learn more about
tion Weather Center/Training Center building in north Kan-ihe phenomenon in mountainous areas and how to develop
sas City. Aviation Weather Center Director David R.petter turbulence detection and warning systems to aid in
Rodenhuis and Training Center Director John Vogel joine@jrcraft safety. The field study began February 1st and will
several representatives of other agencies and the local cogyntinued through the end of March. The Federal Aviation
munity in the formalities. Slated for completion in summeragministration asked NOAA and the National Center for At-
1998, the $10 million construction project W|_II provide a stateospheric Research (NCAR) to do the study in response to
of-the-art, 28,499 square meter facility designed for efficienthe more than ten major aircraft accidents and incidents that
operations. A crowd of more than 85 spectators huddled inyayve occurred in mountainous areas during the past ten years,
side a large tent to hear the speakers as gusty winds and nggpecially the crash of a United Airlines Boeing 737 flight in

freezing temperatures failed to cool the enthusiasm. Led bolorado Springs in March 1991 in which all aboard were
Rodenhuis and Vogel, all the speakers emphasized that thgeq.

new building was designed to employ the most modern tech- ) N
nologies such as high-volume data and communications lines Although turbulence has not been identified as the cause

and would provide empioyees with much more pleasant Sup_f the Colorado Springs Crash, FAA authorities have asked
roundings. that researchers from NOAAs Environmental Technology

o _ ) ) Laboratory (ETL) and Forecast Systems Laboratory, and
Recently beginning its spin up after being a section of thgicAR’s Research Applications Program, all located in Boul-
old National Severe Storms Forecast Center in Kansas Cityer study the phenomenon. The FAA is funding this field

the Aviation Weather Center (AWC) is the NWS' nationalgydy as part of an effort to reduce mountain flying risks.
center for weather information used daily by the Federal Avia-

tion Administration (FAA), commercial airlines and private ~ The scientists will be using a variety of instruments to
pilots. Combining the two agencies in one building, Rodenhuig'easure winds and terrain-induced turbulence in the Colo-
said, provides a modern facility designed for efficient operat@do Springs area. An ETL Doppler lidar will provide radial
tions and will boost the synergy shared by the two staffs iMind speeds to distances of over 19 kilometers. Due to its

development and training in the use of ever_more_comple;aarrow, penCil-like beam, the lidar is able to scan in the V|C|n|ty
data systems. of mountains without ground clutter problems. It can also

scan along approach paths with minimum effects from air-

NEW SCIENCE SUBCOMMITTEE CHAIR VISITS NOAA craft. “The unique remote sensing capabilities of the lidar
HEADQUARTERS allow us to measure the wind in clear air very close to moun-

At his request, Rep. Ken Calvert (R-CA), the new chairmanains and enables us to analyze the complex, three-dimen-
of the House Science Subcommittee on Energy and Envirosional winds near Colorado Springs,” said ETL meteorologist
ment, visited NOAAs Silver Spring, MD, headquarters onBob Banta. Also, four wind profilers (Doppler radars that are
March 10 Itis believed that this is the first time a subcom-pointed vertically) will be placed in the Colorado Springs area
mittee chair has toured NOAA headquarters. His subcommite continuously measure winds and temperatures above the
tee oversees the National Weather Service, National Enviroground under most weather conditions.
mental Satellite, Data, and Information Service, and the atmo-

spheric programs of the Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric A‘?C‘“d'”g to meteorologist Marty Ralph of ETL, “This
Continued on page 13
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Continued from page 12 NATURAL HAZARDS HURRICANE AND TSUNAMI

continuous record of winds, temperatures and turbulendd0AA WEB SITE

above the airport and at other sites will help reveal both the While avalanches, earthquakes, and tornadoes are rock-
conditions that lead to turbulence, and the turbulence itselfjhg movie theaters, they are also rocking the world apart on a
Automated weather stations will look at the surface airfloworld Wide Web site of the National Geophysical Data Cen-
and will assist researchers in determining under what condier in Boulder. To promote a better understanding of natural
tions surface information can be used to infer the existence dfzards, and to assist in natural hazards reduction, the data
hazardous conditions. These systems represent the basénter maintains a Web site containing data on geological,
measurement core of the experiment. In addition, a new infraneteorological, and other hazards. The site contains data and
sonic observing system, previously used to detect tornadoémages of earthquakes, landslides, tsunamis, volcanoes, hur-
will be used to listen to low-frequency sounds that may beéicanes, and a host of other hazards, including mud volcanoes
associated with severe wind events. ETL vans using neid Romania. The site recently won top honors from the
static pressure probes will make observations throughometGuide on-line magazine. After visiting the site, NetGuide
the areas scanned by the Doppler radar. Under the directipated, “This whole site will rock your world. Our hearts are

of NCAR scientists, the University of Wisconsin’s Kingair, still pounding.” Users can visit the site ahttp://
based in Laramie, WY., will be making explicit turbulence meawww.ngdc.noaa.gov/seg/hazard

surements along the approach and departure corridors of

Colorado Springs, as well as mapping the distribution of tur- '_\‘GDC is one of tbree major dat_a and mformatlo.n centers
bulence in the terminal area. maintained by NOAA's National Environmental Satellite, Data,

and Information Service. NGDC houses data in the fields of

UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA METEOROLOGIST solid earth geophysics, marine geology and geophysics, so-
JAMES F. KIMPEL NAMED NATIONAL SEVERE lar-terrestrial physics, and paleoclimatology. NGDC fills tens
STORMS LAB DIRECTOR of thousands of requests each month for data services and

James F. Kimpel, professor of meteorology and administraublications.

tor at the University of Oklahoma, has been named as neg{ oBAL CLIMATE SYSTEM MIGHT BE MORE

director of the National Oceanic and AtmospherICSENSITIVE TU THE GREENHUUSE EFFECT THAN
Administration’s National Severe Storms Laboratory in
OMMONLY THOUGHT

Norman, OK. The National Severe Storms Laboratory (NSSL . . .
works closely with NOAA's National Weather Service and The global climate system might be more sensitive to the

the university meteorological community. NSSL Conductsgreenhpuse effgct than many scier)tists think, acc_ording toa
leoclimatologist at NOAA's National Geophysical Data

research to improve forecasts and warnings of tornadoes aR@ i . .
b v \%enter, who reported his findings in the February 20th issue

other severe weather and was recently depicted in the movi . bert S bb and f scienti
Twister. Kimpel received the 2-year appointment as director df' 1ature magazine. Robert S. Webb and a team of scientists

the laboratory through the Intergovernmental Personnel Acperfgrmed aseries of global climate simulations. They found
which authorizes temporary assignments of skilled personn&hat Incorporating _near—mode_rn ocean heat transports, redu_ced
between federal agencies, state or local governments, afl cial atmospheric ca_rbon dioxide levels, a_nd large te”e?tf'a'
institutions of higher education, among others. “Dr. Kimpel'ce sheets, together with feedback mechanisms, are sufficient
brings to NOAA a superb blend of experience as a teachetf? lower an_nual average g_lobal surface temperature by 8 de-
scientist and science administrator. He has been instrumen@if €S Centigrade and tropical sea surface temperatures by 5.5
in organizing the close working relationship between the Uni= egrees Centigrade at the Last Glacial Maximum (LGM).
versity of Oklahoma and NOAA through the NOAA-Univer-  “while debate continues on the role of the tropics and the
sity of Oklahoma Cooperative Institute for Mesoscale Meteogcean in climate change, our results suggest greater climate
rological Studies and Oklahoma Weather Center. Early in higensitivity and cooling in the past,” Webb concluded. “Fur-
career, he served as a scientist in residence at NOAA's Oklghermore, the greater global cooling shown in our simulations
homa City forecast office. implies a much greater climate sensitivity than previous esti-
mates. This suggests that the expected warming from carbon
,qipxide doubling may be closer to 4 degrees centigrade warm-
ing, rather than more modest estimates of 2.5 degrees Centi-

Kimpel received his Ph.D. from the University of Wiscon-
sinin 1973. He has served in a series of academic administ
tive positions at the University of Oklahoma, including pro- .,
fessor and director of the School of Meteorology, senior vic@"ade-
president and provost of the Norman campus, dean of the Webb's results indicate that the new cooler tropical LGM
College of Geoscience, and as director of the Weather Centgimperatures inferred from coral material and noble gases in
Program, an alliance of federal, state and private weather ofossil ground waters could have resulted from the combined
ganizations. He relieves acting director Douglas E. Forsythgnpacts of greenhouse effects and of ocean heat maintained
and former director Robert A. Maddox, who retired Sept. 30at near-modern levels during the Last Glacial Maximum. The
1996. coral and ground water evidence and mechanism for tropical

cooling described by Webb undercut previously posed argu-
ments that tropical sea surface temperatures have changed

Continued on page 14
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Continued from page 13 Martin. The next two satellites in the GOES series will be
little throughout the Cenozoic period and that such stabilitfaunched as required to support NOAA's dual-satellite geo-
will persist in the future. In addition to Webb, the team constationary observing system.

sists of: David H. Rind and Richard J. Healy, both of Nationa]

Aeronautics and Space Administration; Scott J. Lehman, Un —YDROLOGY AND THE MODERNIZED NWS

versity of Colorado; and Daniel Sigman of Woods Hole Oceano- (Continued from Page 1)

graphic Institution. Why are hydrologic forecasting efforts important? As fore-

THIRD SATELLITE IN NOAA GOES SERIES TO BE casts improve people have more time to take appropriate ac-
tions to protect themselves and their property. Three-quar-
LAUNCHED IN APRIL

. ) . Eers of all presidentially declared disasters are the result of
The third in a series of five advanced U.S. weather sate fooding. In an average year more than 100 people are killed

lites is being prepared for an April 24th launch from Capg,y f15ding and flash flooding and damages exceed $2 billion.
Canaveral Air Station, NOAA announced on March 11th. The

Geostationary Operational Environmental Satellite, now calleBEMONSTRATING AHPS IN DES MOINES

NOAA GOES-K, will be renamed NOAA GOES-10 once orbit  The NWS is demonstrating the Advanced Hydrologic Pre-
is achieved. It is currently being processed for launch at diction System and its new hydrologic forecasting capabili-
payload processing facility near Cape Canaveral. "GOES sdtes on the Des Moines River Basin throughout March. Fol-
ellites are a mainstay of weather forecasting in the Uniteldwing the Great Flood of 1993 in the Midwest, the Des Moines
States," said Gary Davis, NOAA's director of satellite operabasin was chosen as a first phase toward a national implemen-
tions. "They are the backbone of short-term forecasting dation of AHPS. As part of the demonstration, the Des Moines
nowcasting. With GOES-K, we are ensuring continuity ofWeather Forecast Office plans on enhancing its entire flood
GOES data. "The real-time weather data gathered by GOHSrecasting program by issuing more detailed and more fre-
satellites, combined with data from Doppler radars and Autoquent Flood Potential Outlooks during the spring flood sea-
mated Surface Observing Systems, greatly aids weather forgen. If flooding occurs, the office will issue more frequent
casters in providing better warnings of thunderstorms, winteftood statements and warnings using the routinely updated
storms, flash floods, hurricanes, and other severe weathgast stage and 5-day forecast hydrographs available through
These warnings help to save lives, preserve property, afsHPS. Longer-range forecasts resulting from AHPS advanced
benefit commercial interests. modeling will help ecosystem managers, farmers, emergency

. . ..__managers, and many other water users prepare for the impact
The United States operates two meteorological satellites i events ranging from droughts to floods.

geostationary orbit, one over the East Coast and one over the
West Coast. NOAA GOES-9, launched on May 23, 1995, iNWS METEOROLOGISTS INTEREST IN AHPS

currently overlooking the West Coast out into the Pacific in- “One of the primary users of AHPS could well be opera-
cluding Hawaii. It is over the Equator at 135 degrees Wegtonal forecasters who are responsible for issuing flood
longitude at an altitude of 35,582 statute kilometers. NOAAvatches, warnings, statements and outlooks on a routine ba-
GOES-8, launched in April 1994, is overlooking the East Coaddis,” according to Erik Pytlak, hydrology program leader at
out into the Atlantic Ocean and is positioned at 75 degregbhe NWS Forecast Office in Johnston, lowa. Field meteorolo-
West. NOAA GOES-K, to be named NOAA GOES-10 oncegists can use the probability forecasts to determine the
achieving orbit, will be stored on orbit at 105 degrees Westhances of flooding in a given basin several days or possibly
longitude and placed into operation when needed as a ra-couple of weeks in advance. They can then issue more
placement for GOES-8 or -9. detailed flood potential outlooks to advise customers not only

. . : . of the potential flood threat, but the magnitude of the threat
NOAA's National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Infor- and the degree of certainty.

mation Service operates the GOES series of satellites. After
the satellites complete on-orbit checkout, NOAA assume$HE PAYOFF OF HYDROLOGIC FORECASTING

responsibility for command and control, data receipt, and prod- Better hydrologic forecast methods promise to contribute
uct generation and distribution. The GOES satellites are @onsiderable value to the U.S. economy. In a study con-
critical component of the ongoing National Weather Servicelucted at the outset of the NWS modernization, the Com-
modernization program, aiding forecasters in providing morenerce Department’s National Institute of Standards and Tech-
precise and timely forecasts. nology (NIST) found that a significant portion of the value

NASA's Goddard Space Flight Center manages the GOErgahzed from the modernization would come from advances in

contract for NASA's Office of Mission to Planet Earth, Wash_‘;‘)recyctlng the avallablllty of water resources for the country.
) ; e're already seeing how better short to long term hydro-
ington, D.C. Goddard manages the design, development, apc\)élicforecasts will mean improvements in operating efficienc

launch of the spacecraft for NOAA. NASA's Lewis Researcl—i_‘ 9 P P 9 y

Center is responsible for the launch services contract Witordams, better water yields for crop irrigation and hydroelec-

Lockheed Martin. NASA's Kennedy Space Center is respon[.IC p‘,?WGr' benef!ts for river navigation _and Commefc'é_" ship-
Ingram said. On an annual basis, these benefits to the

sible for government oversight of launch operations ang "9 ted to total than $750 mill
countdown activities. NOAA GOES-K, built by Space Sys_economy are expected fo total more than mifion.
tems/Loral, a subsidiary of Loral Space and CommunicationBROVING THE TECHNOLOGY INTERNATIONALLY

Ltd., will be launched on an Atlas | rocket, built by LockheedContinued on page 15
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Continued from page 14 2005, NOAA will be on the road to recovering every marine

Several other nations are already sold on the capabiliti¥Pecies at risk and maintaining the healthy marine ecosys-
of NWS hydrologic forecasting, said Curtis Barrett, projectems upon which they depend,” Dr. Baker said.

manager for the NWS Hydrologic Technology Transfer Cen- «|, order to maintain the health, productivity, and

ter in Silver Spring, MD. “For several years we've been sharpq iy ersity of the Nation’s coastal ecosystems,” Dr. Baker
ing our latest river forecasting techniques with Egypt andyiq NOAA is requesting $212.2 million, an increase of $18.7
China, helping those countries better manage their water rgsijion gver FY '97. “This is an enormous challenge consider-

sources and improve their ability to forecast floods anghq that well over half of the U.S. population lives on the 10
droughts,” Barrett said. The 10 countries dependent on Wat§E cant of land defined as coastal.” the NOAA Administrator
from the Nile River already use close to 100 percent of thgteqg.

river’'s capacity in an average year. As populations increase,

demand by countries upstream has an impact on downstredd@AA ADMINISTRATOR SAYS DOMESTIC SECURITY
countries such as Egypt. With funding from the U.S. AgencyAND GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS DEPENDS ON

for International Development, a state-of-the-art system tTYPES OF SERVICES DELIVERED BY NOAA

monitor, forecast and simulate flows for the Nile at the H|gh The Under Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere Dr. D.
Aswan Dam promises to help Egypt make best use of its watgames Baker testified at a March 13th hearing on the pro-
resources and anticipate future availability of water based gfpsed FY '98 NOAA budget before the House Science En-

the potential for droughts or floods ergy and Environment Subcommittee (Rep. Ken Calvert, R-
e CA). Also appearing was Department of Commerce Inspec-
H EARINGS AND MARKU PS tor General Frank DeGeorge. Mr. DeGeorge criticized NOAA's
Polar-Orbiting Satellite program and other NOAA programs.
DR. BAKER TELLS HOUSE SUBCOMMITTEE THAT Joel Willemssen of the General Accounting Office also testi-
THE PROPOSED $2.1 BILLION FY '98 NOAA BUDGET fied. This was Dr. Baker's third and final '98 budget hearing
PROVIDES BALANCE BETWEEN ENVIRONMENTAL before House and Senate subcommittees that authorize
ASSESSMENT, PREDICTION AND STEWARDSHIP NOAA's atmospheric and oceanic programs. The hearing

Dr. D. James Baker, Deputy Under Secretary for Ocea came only four days after Subcommittee Chair Rep. Calvert

and Atmosphere, testified on February' ®n the proposed hoeozl;da pre;:edent-breaklng tour of NOAA's Silver Spring, MD,
FY 98 NOAA budget before the House Resources Subcom- quarters.

mittee on Fisheries, Wildlife and Oceans (Rep. Jim Saxton, R- In his testimony, Dr. Baker defended NOAA's $2.1 billion
NJ). In his statement, Dr. Baker said the agency request 8y '98 request for new budget authority. He cited several
$78.5 million over the FY '97 enacted. “There is a strongNOAA achievements including the converged National Po-
consensus among lawmakers, fishery managers, the fishiteg-orbiting Operational Environmental Satellite System (POES).
industry and the public, that depleted fishery resources mu&This program continues to account for government-wide
be restored and healthy fisheries must be maintained asdvings in excess of $1 billion over the life of the program and
managed for greater efficiency... NOAA estimates that restoremains a major success story of the National Performance
ing fisheries will have a potential $25 billion total positive Review," Dr. Baker said. Additionally, Weather Service mod-
impact on the national economy,” he said. ernization should result in $7 billion in annual benefits to the

Rep. Wayne Gilchrest (R-MD) opened the hearing by notEconomy once itis completed,_ Dr. Baker_said. Live_s are being
ing NOAA's “most valuable” role in the Federal Government.saved’ property damage avoided, and impacts mitigated for

He also said that NOAA has done an outstanding job increag\{eather-sensmve sectors of the economy.

ing understanding of the Nation's ecosystem. Rep. Sam Farr Dr. Baker fielded questions from Chairman Calvert on the
(D-CA) expressed strong support for the Marine SanctuarieNOAA Corps, fleet modernization, the Advanced Weather
program, and thanked Dr. Baker for moving forward with theinteractive Processing System, and the President’s Clean Wa-
Santa Cruz fisheries lab. He also suggested looking at extentr Initiative. Dr. Baker said NOAA supported HR 437, the
ing Coastal Zone Management jurisdiction to the 360-kilomeSea Grant authorization bill before the Science Committee.
ter Exclusive Economic Zone limit. The NOAA Administrator Ranking Democrat Rep. Tim Roemer (IN) expressed strong
said “well-managed fisheries produce significant and coninterest in dedicated funding for zebra mussel research.
tinuous benefits, such as $1 billion Alaskan groundfish fish-

SEA GRANT DIRECTOR TELLS HOUSE

ery. Controlled access measures implemented in the $180 m
Iio}r/1 Alaskan halibut/sablefish fisheryphave resulted in reduce§UBCUMM|TTEE QF PROGRAM'S REFURMS

accidents and property loss, increased economic value of the In testimony delivered on February2the Director of the -
resource, and reduced bycatch.” To reflect this commitmemfational Sea Grant College Program described NOAA' prin-
to fisheries, Dr. Baker said that NOAA was requesting $256.8iPal partnership with the university community. Dr. Ronald
million for the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), aBaird testified before the House Resoqrces Subcommittee on
net increase of $7.6 million over 1997. An additional $23isheries, Wildlife and Oceans (Rep. Jim Saxton, R-NJ). The
million was requested to relocate the existing Tiburon (CAy1earing was called to hear testimony on HR 437, to reautho-
fisheries laboratory to Santa Cruz (CA). Increases were aldéz€ the program for the next three years at about $55 million
requested to recover protected marine mammal species. “Bjontinued on page 16
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Continued from page 15 Dr. Baker also pointed to NOAA's leadership in under-
each year. Dr. Baird described in detail administrative reformstanding global change phenomena which “has produced in-
which by next year will reduce by 50 percent the time requiredontestable evidence that carbon dioxide is increasing in the
to process Sea Grant proposals through NOAA, despite a 2Bmosphere.” NOAA has also played a “lead role in develop-
percent staff reduction. He described recent program achieviglg the scientific assessments upon which the United Na-
ments including developing a cadre of 250 seafood safetyons Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
trainers who will teach the industry new Food and Drug Ad-based its 1995 report. That report indicated that by the end of
ministration techniques, reducing shrimp, seabird and finfislthe next century, temperatures may increase by 1 to 3.5 degree
bycatch loss, and developing a commercial biotechnologgelsius and sea level may rise 15 to 95 centimeters.

industry which could provide new jobs to coastal communi-

ties. Members expressed generous support for the prograNpAA ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY CRITICAL OF

and inquired as to why the President’s request was below tIPeBOPDSED SUPERFUND LEGISLATION

FY 1997 funding levels. Members showed an interest in re- Acting Assistant Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere
storing funding for Sea Grant, as well as zebra mussel ar@rry Garcia testified on March 5th on S 8, the Natural Re-

oyster disease research. sources Damage Reform and the Superfund Cleanup Accel-
eration Act of 1997, before the Subcommittee on Superfund,
EVERY DAY, EVERY PERSON IN U.S. AFFECTED BY Waste Control and Risk Assessment (Sen. Robert Smith, R-

NOAA'S MISSION, DR. BAKER TELLS JOINT SENATE  NH) of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee.
SUBCOMMITTEES HEARING ON PROPOSED FY '98 He represented the Departments of Commerce, Interior, Agri-
NOAA BUDGET culture, Defense and Energy in their role as natural resource

Under Secretary for Oceans and Atmosphere Dr. D. Jam#$istees. The bill was introduced on January 21st by Sen.
Baker explained to two Senate subcommittees the rationafl®hn Chafee (R-RI). Acting Assistant Secretary Garcia said
behind NOAA's $2.1 billion request for FY '98 budget author-“the Administration believes that S 8 does not present an
ity, an increase of $78.5 million over the FY '97 enacted levelacceptable basis for achieving bipartisan consensus” on re-
The joint hearing was held on March 6th before the Subconform to the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Com-
mittees on Oceans and Fisheries (Sen. Olympia Snowe, Rensation and Liability Act (CERCLA or Superfund). “Sev-
ME) and the Science, Technology, and Space Subcommitt@sal of S 8's provisions would severely impede the efforts of
(Sen. Bill Frist, R-TN) of the Senate Commerce, Science, arifle natural resources trustees to protect and restore the
Transportation Committee. It was their first hearing as subNation's natural resource heritage,” he said. Mr. Garcia spe-
committee chairpersons. Dr. Baker responded to a wide rang#ically criticized several of the bill's provisions:

of questions from Subcommittee Senators, reflecting the —-Precludes Restoration of Non-Use Values. Non-use val-

bread'Lh of NOAAs prograrr:js ﬁmd m'SS'Or?S' In he; (;]pe“mn%es are real, though difficult to measure such as the loss of a
remarks, Sen. Snowe stated that NOAA has one of the "mo er to future swimmers and fishermen because of environ-

importapt missions” in the Federal Government. Similarly’mental damage . S. 8 provides that there shall be no recovery
Sen. Frist stated that "NOAA is respected by people on thﬁ)r impairment of non-use values. To exclude non-use values

street....(Its) reputation is well deserved.” means that the public will not be fairly and full compensated
The success of weather service modernization was higffor loss of resources;

Iightgd by Dr. Baker. “T_he §cientific and capital in.vest.ment --Restrictions on the Recovery of Interim Loss. S 8 would
required for the modernization of the weather services is payamatically restrict the recovery of interim losses at sites

ing off with lives saved, property damages avoided, and iy qe they injury started prior to 1980 and continues to this

pacts mitigated for weather-sensitive sectors of the economy, " ; ; :
. ) _ ; y, benefiting responsible parties at some of the biggest
The NOAA Administrator pointed to 15 minute lead times forcontamination sites and blocking compensation of loss of

numerous tornadoes, 31 hour landfall warnings for Hurrican ;
Fran, and three to five-day advance forecasts for the 19 6UbIIC resources.
East Coast blizzard. “Once modernization is completed, the --Cost Effective Instead of Cost “Reasonable” Restora-
Nation should realize annual benefits to the economy of sont®n. Reasonable is not defined which will need to be inter-
$7 billion,” Dr. Baker said. In explaining, NOAA’s seasonal topreted through litigation and may prevent or delay needed
interannual climate forecast request, the NOAA Administrarestoration. In conclusion, Mr. Garcia said “The
tor said that long-range “climate services will be as importanfdministration’s proposal for reforming Natural Resources
to the 21st century economies and societies as weather fol2amages addresses many concerns that were voiced during
casting is today.” previous reauthorization discussions. S 8's natural resource-
. . _ y . damage provisions, by contrast, would severely impede the
_The insurance industry, especially, *has become increaggq s of state, tribal and Federal natural resource trustees,
ingly vocal in its support of the essential science underlyin

d deprive communities of their right to full restoration of

climate prediction, due to the tremendous economic iImpact gfe atyral resources that support their economies and their
weather related natural disasters.” For the first six years of

Way of life.”
this decade alone, insurance providers worldwide have paid y
out $48 billion for weather-related losses, almost three and

one-half times their pay outs for the entire decade of the 80'&Ontinueol on page 17
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Continued from page 16 important role in the federal effort to address the many
SECRETARY DALEY OUTLINES NOAA impacts harming coral reef ecosystems on March 13th,
ACCOMPLISHMENTS BEFORE HOUSE AND SENATE before the House Resources Fisheries, Wildlife, and Oceans
APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEES Subcommittee (Rep. Jim Saxton, R-NJ). The hearing focused

Secretary of Commerce William M. Daley on March 11thon HConRes 8, expressing the sense of Congress to protect

told that House Commerce, Justice, State Appropriations Su@pd conserve c.oral _reefs. NOAA, Agtlng Assistant .
committee (Harold Rogers, R-KY) that "NOAA programs are ecretgry Garc.|a said, has peen an important contributor to
helping to save lives and property, and to preserve our nat[h?,d(?s'gn and mp_lem_entgtmn of the US Coral Reef

ral environment." The Secretary was appearing to discudaitiative. Mr. Garcia highlighted the Fiecllne of (_:oral reef

the Department's proposed $4.22 billion FY '98 budget reque§c0sSystems globally as a call to action and said that NOAA
He said one of the three missions of the department was "SugRe€nds approximately $26 million annually on program

port for the Nation's Resource Management and Stewardsh@stivities related to coral reef resources, in particular, NOAA
Responsibilities." He delivered a similar statement on Marcgontributed $1.2 million from FY "96 base funds to support 42
13th before the Senate counterpart subcommittee (Sen. Judew projects to address coral reef priorities and fill in the
Gregg, R-NH) gaps of existing NOAA capabilities. Twenty percent of the
funds were used to build private-public partnerships. In the
Pacific, NOAA has supported sustainable use of reef
--Earlier and more accurate forecasts of severe weatheryresources through ecotourism and mariculture. NOAA is

--Implementing controlled access measures for some fisl¥\-/orklmg thth_pgrtn.ers tothelz preve?t llegal tra}ffllckltr;]g n
eries, reducing accidents and property loss, increasing Uﬁ‘)ras y training import and export personnet. 1n the

economic value of fish by making fresh products available fo iddle East, NQAA _has provided technical assistance in i
longer periods: support of the Bi-national Red Sea Marine Peace Park. This

o S _ _park protects the coral reefs in Agaba, Jordan, and Eilat,
--Providing scientific support to the Coast Guard in 70 oilisrael, and supports sustainable development goals related

The Secretary cited several NOAA success stories:

and chemical spills; to coral reef based tourism. Mr. Garcia also noted the need
--Partnering with state and local agencies to restore 40,040r greater education and outreach and referred to NOAA's
acres of coastal habitat: contribution to a new national public awareness campaign

on the value of coral reefs in connection with the

__—Helping a North Carolina clam-breeding company markefsonational Year of the ReeSée related article on page
its unique concept of direct selling to restaurants, operatlngsab

retail store, and opening its clam beds to tourists;
--Furnishing accurate long-range weather data to a L i /i

coln, Nebraska electric utility so that consumers could bette[EG'SLAT'UN |NTRODUCED

control consumption costs even during the scorching Great
Plains summer. Rep. James Oberstar (D-MN) on February 4th, HR 550 en-

titled the “Nonpoint Source Water Pollution Prevention Act
Rep. Michael Forbes (R-NY) asked Secretary Daley abowif 1997.”

whether the National Marine Fisheries Service decision to Sen. Olympia Snowe (R-ME), on Februaty 5 271 en-
halt bluefin tuna fishing off North Carolina would be extendeditled the “National Weather Service Office Closure Criteria
to the waters off of Long Island. The Secretary said he woul@ct of 1997”.

get back to the Long Island Republican with a response. Rep.

Forbes also asked why NOAA was reducing funding for harm- Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-CA), on February'23 344 to re-

ful algae research. The Secretary responded that there wiiidre the relocation of a National Weather Service radar tower
no policy change behind the decision, only that NOAA wadvhich is on Sulphur Mountain near Ojai, Calif.

the end of its original three year research commitment. Sen. James Jeffords (R-VT) on February 26th, S 361 to amend

At the Senate hearing, Sen Gregg asked about the staif}s Endangered Species Act to prohibit the sale, import, and
of the AWIPS deployment. Secretary Daley said there will b&XPOrt of products labeled as containing endangered spe-
21 pilot projects, 18 more scheduled by the end of the yedfi€S, and for other purposes.

Secretary Daley said the program was important to the health, Rep. George Miller (D-CA), on February'2 HR 882 to
safety, and property of Americans. Sen. Dale Bumpers (Deduce the risk of oil pollution and improve the safety of navi-

AR) expres_sed concern about the closure of the Fort Smi@ation in San Francisco Bay by removing hazards to naviga-
forecast office, but was assured by the Secretary but thattgn, and for other purposes.

new Next Generation radar will be on-line in April. Sen. Frank Murkowski (R-AK) on February 27th, S 379
ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY GARCIA DETAILS entitled the “Native Alaskan Subsistence Whaling Provision.”
NOAA NATIONAL AND WORLDWIDE EFFORTS TO Rep. James Greenwood (R-PA), on February 27th, HR 873
CORAL REEF STEWARDSHIP to amend the Comprehensive Environment Response, Com-

Acting Assistant Secretary Terry Garcia discussed NOAA€ontinued on page 18
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pensation and Liability Act to limit federal authority for re- L ATE BREAK'NG NEWS

sponse action for releases subject to state voluntary respo
programs, to provide protection for prospective purchaseIE6USIE RESOURCES SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS OUT

of land, and for innocent landowners, and for other purposeg.DRAl- REEFS RESOLUTIUN ) o
Rep. George Miller (D-CA) on March 10th, HRes 87 The House Resources Fisheries, Wildlife, and Oceans Sub-

expressing the sense of Congress that the United States af@mmittee (Rep. Jim Saxton, R-NJ) unanimously reported out
the United Nations should condemn fishing practices that an amended HConRes 8 at a March 19th markup. HConRes 8,
are harmful to coral reef ecosystems and promote the expresses the sense of Congress to protect and conserve
development of sustainable coral reef fishing practices coral reefs. This resolution expresses Congress_lonal commit-
worldwide. ment to: promote stewardship of coral reef habitats; encour-

Rep. Jack Metcalf (R-WA) on March 17th, HR 1088 to age research, monitoring, assessment and education about
reauthor.ize appropriations for the conservati’on of reef ecosystems; and improve the coordination of coral reef

. : activities among federal agencies, academic institutions, non-
Washington salmon fishery through purchase of salmon R . .
fishing | d fishi | governmental organizations and industry. The resolution

IShing ficenses and fishing Vessels. proposes no changes to existing law. Congressional support

for H.Con.Res. 8 is bipartisan. There was no indication when
| . .
the full Resources Committee would take up the resolution.

UPCOMING HEARINGS ADMINISTRATION REQUESTS FISHERIES WEST

HOUSE AND SENATE NOAA APPROPRIATIONS COAST FLOODING SUPPLEMENTAL FUNDS

HEARINGS SCHEDULED The Clinton Administration has requested $22.8 million
Hearings on NOAA's proposed FY '98 budget with Un- for NOAA to repair Northwest Paciic flood damage that has
der Secretary for Ocean and Atmosphere Dr. D. James Bak@fipaired efforts to restore endangered salmon stocks. The
testifying have been scheduled before the AppropriationMarch 19th request was part of a supplemental $2 billion Fis-
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, State, the Judicianyal Year FY ‘97 request for recent natural disasters around the
and Related Agencies of the House (Rep. Harold Rogergountry--including severe winter weather in the West, dam-
R-KY) on April 8" and the Senate (Sen. Judd Gregg, R-NHhging tornadoes, and March’s Midwest flooding. The re-

on April 24", quest includes fish habitat restoration funds to include ac-
HOUSE NAUTICAL CHARTING HEARING quisition of key riparian areas critical to salmon restoration
SCHEDULED and conservation easements to prevent development in chan-

. . _— nel mitigation zones. Fish hatcheries will also be repaired in
The House Resources Fisheries, Wildlife and Oceanéregon Washington State, and Idaho.

Subcommittee (Rep. Jim Saxton, R-NJ) has scheduled an
April 24" hearing on NOAA's efforts to reduce “the curre
backlog of critical area surveys and out-of-date charts, and LEGISLATIVE HOMEPAGE ON-LINE
on the technological capabilities currently available to imi-

prove nQVIgatlonaI services in United States waters. %eived thousands of inquiries from all over the U.S., Nonway,
NOAA witness has not yet been selected. Sweden, Japan, Poland, Germany, the United Kingdom, Egypt,
TUNA/DOLPHIN HEARINGS AND A MARKUP and Pakistan. It includes staff listings with assigned fssue
TENTATIVELY SCHEDULED IN BOTH CHAMBERS areas including Internet E-Mail addresses, schedules pf up-
The hearings have been scheduled on legislation gpming hearings and markups, official texts of delivered festi-

amend the Marine Mammal Protection Act (HR 408/S 39) gnonies, transcripts of House and Senate floor debate oficriti-
support the International Dolphin Conservation Progranf@ NOAA authorizing and appropriating legislation, bill sta-
in the eastern Tropical Pacific as follows: April 9th in thgtus reports, and back issues of N@AA Legislative Informe

House Resources Fisheries, Wildlife and Oceans Subcafff-2/S0 includes a link to the National Weather Service
mittee (Rep. Jim Saxton, R-NJ), (followed by a markup hiyiomepage. This should be especially helpful for Member and

April 10th) and tentatively for April 17th in the Senatg/Staff domestic and foreign travel.

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Oceans and F|sh-The Homepage can be accessehttut//www.noaa.go
eries Subcommittee (Sen. Olympia Snowe, R-ME). Th@oaa-ola

legislation is supported by the Administration as it is the
enabling legislation for the Panama Declaration signed py
the U.S. and eleven other countries in 1995. Dr. Elizabgth

—

The NOAA Legislative Affairs Homepage has already re-
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Comments or Questions:
Please contact NOAA's Office

Edwards of the National Marine Fisheries Service’s Soutllh- of L(ez%ig)lzztévzzgfgfgirs
west Fisheries Center in LaJolla, CA, is expected to testify FAX (202) 482-4960

for NOAA. She is an expert on Eastern Tropical Pacifjc

- Editor: Howard S. Marks
dolphins.

Internet:howard.s.marks@noaa.gov
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